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The Unknown Story of Sri Jagannath Temple
Sandeep Ghosh

Semester V (Honours)
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Kalinga, Utkal as better known to all as Odisa, Puri is also a well known tourist spot in India, it not for only healthy but
close to nature sea beach and Konark Sun Temple and Sri Jagannath Temple for historical interest. Today, our main
focus on Sri Jagannath Temple.

A well known story honoured our mind, about Ashoka (Emperor). After Kalinga war Ashoka could not taken any
weapons to stretch his dynasty and sponsored the doctrine of Buddha for peace. once noted historian H. G. Well's said,
"It was the most exceptional example in the world history..."

From 1077 to 1147 the King Ananta Burman Chorganga who was descented of 'Ganga’ and ruled seventy one years.
He build most famous Sri Jagannath Temple which is a most favourite place for those wanderlust peoples.

Nowadays, the Hindus are claimed that the Sri Jagannath Temple is the place for theirselves, we know that emperor
Ashoka was patronised Buddhism till his death, and Kanishka also patronised Buddhism. After the death of Ashoka,
Gupta dynasty was patronised "Hindu concept'. [Actually, Hinduism was well propaganded by Raja Ram Mohan Roy in
the year 1816].

The beginning of the seventeenth century and the end of Aryavarta. Hindu emperor Sasanka mostly propaganded
Hindu concept and he was also a devotee of Lord Shiva. According the version of Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang,
Sasanka was uprooted Buddha's stone footstep to the Ganga river. Remour spread that noted archaeologists
Rakhaldas Bandhopadyay and Ramprasad Chandra were supressed this incident. But it is not our subject to discuss.
Many waves were flowed through many obstacles, Buddhism was not ruined but it was survived his own way. That
time Puri was not famous place for Hindus but Buddhists, and it was known as a sacred place for Buddhists. Not for Sri
Jagannath, peoples were worshipped Buddha's 'holy teeth' with great respect and it was considered as a holy symbol
for them. The particular date in a year, they were toured in the city with holy symbol through chariot and its called as
'Danta Yatra'.



Historians said, after the dull condition of Buddhism, Hindu concept peoples were the position but not in popularity.
so, they made a plan and they were created 'Triratna’ doctrine image which were the core believe of Buddhism.This
images were combination as man but something different. It were the beginning of Jagannath, Balaram, Subhadra
concept. If we are observed it carefully, the whole thing must be cleaned to ourselves. For this concept of this images
Buddhists and Hindu concept peoples were march and popularized 'New concept of peoples’ introduced three layers
of Buddha. Firstly, Buddha could not believe in 'caste system' in Hindu concept people were lift up this system.
Secondly, The New concept of peoples (majorly Hindus) were build those images which were not looking as a man but
different because Buddha could not believed in 'Idolatry’. Although, after the death of Buddha his followers could not
obeyed it properly. Thirdly, the new concept of peoples started ‘Anna Bhakshan' (Eating rice) together with lower class
peoples of our society. The noted historian Rajendralal Mitra explained this theory of his book, named ‘Account of the
Temple of Jagannath Lord of the World at Puri'.

Nowadays, the Jagannath chariot toured in same way in same month but the scenario is different. It has been changed
through the time, if you are an interested tourist or a history lover, You have been discovered that, in the temple
Buddhist images and little art crafts has been hide. If you just gave a fat bribe to Pandas, they'll help you to find those
things. Presently, the previous theory could not implemented but the curse of caste politics surely destorted our
history.
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